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SUBJECT:COLOMBO PLAN 
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1. AFTER GIVING QUESTION VERY CAREFUL STUDY, THE UNITED 
STATES HAS DECIDED THAT IT WILL BE UNABLE TO HOST 1976 
COLOMBO PLAN MEETING IN WASHINGTON. WE VERY MUCH REGRET 
INCONVENIENCE THIS CHANGE IN PLANS ENTAILS BUT OVER- 
COMMITTED FACILITIES IN WASHINGTON RESULTING FROM THE 
ADMINISTRATION’S RECENT INITIATIVES IN THE INTERNATIONAL 
ECONOMIC ARENA, PLUS ACUTE SCHEDULING PROBLEMS FOR 
CABINET LEVEL OFFICIALS IN LAST QUARTER OF PRESIDENTIAL 
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2. CONSEQUENTLY PLEASE INFORM COLOMBO PLAN BUREAU THAT 
WE MUST WITHDRAW OUR PREVIOUS VERBAL INDICATION OF 
WILLINGNESS TO HOST THE CONSULTATIVE COMMITTEE MEETING 
IN 1976. 

3. SIMILARLY. AT THIS TIME WE ARE NOT YET IN A POSITION 
TO DISCUSS WHEN THE U.S. WOULD BE ABLE TO HOST THE 
CONSULTATIVE COMMITTEE. IN ANY CASE, WE WANTED TO 
BRING THIS MATTER TO THE COLOMBO PLAN BUREAU S AND 

COUNCIL S ATTENTION AS SOON AS POSSIBLE TO GIVE ADEQUATE 
TIME TO TRY TO FIND A REPLACEMENT FOR 1976 BY THE TIME 
OF THE 25TH CONSULTATIVE COMMITTEE MEETING. INGERSOLL 
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